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Welcome to the Autumn 2026 edition of 7Tidings

Since penning the front page in the previous issue, we have all experienced a level of world-wide instability
that we have not witnessed for many decades. Conflicts that seem to defy any permanent resolution and
impact on everyone worldwide. Climate change, despite the naysayers, is now coming home to roost. With
three heatwaves already and temperature records regularly broken. Even our own political systems are not
immune. Little wonder that our younger generations suffer anxieties at a level we never experienced. It is
imperative then that we strive to maintain the stability of local communities through Societies such as our
own - in a phrase - community spirit.

And now for the good news.

In his normal unassuming way, our website editor, Matt, remarked in passing that he .00 RE oo
and Gina will be exchanging vows in August. On behalf of our committee and : 3 % .
members of the Society, we wish Matt and Gina a very joyful day and a long and % v ®
happy marriage.

Secondly, we welcome Simon Douglas Lane (see inside) as a Trustee and as our Vice-Chairman and look
forward to capitalising on his experience, expertise and local knowledge that he brings to the Society.

Station users may have seen the two Society noticeboards that we now have there. We report inside how we
hope to extend our station adoption by installing floral planters.

T ’ /] ”’/":;‘1 Following our call for volunteers to distribute our Newsletters, we welcome
. s Jane to our distribution team. Thank you.

In relation to maintaining community spirit, our events programme plays a
pivotal role in that. Amongst our burgeoning diary of events now, it was
heartening to see so many younger people taking part in our Treasure Hunt,
especially families with young children.

Rounding off this time, Michael and Jackie Minas adopted and devoted many
years to maintaining the Causeway planter for us. Now they are standing down
and taking a well-deserved rest, (The Garden Group will take over responsibility
for looking after the planter.) | would like to extend our thanks to Michael and
Jackie for their dedication over the years.

MIKE WOODS, CHAIR

We need your help...

Interested? Let us know and we can have a chat...
Contact us please at secretary@tedsoc.org.uk
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Supporting Our
Local Community:
Walfinch HTV
Home Care in

Teddington, Twickenham
and surrounding areas

We are pleased to welcome Walfinch as a new
corporate member. Here they describe what they
do.

In an area as close-knit as Teddington and
Twickenham, looking N Wy
after one another |
remains at the heart of
community life. Many
residents value staying
independent in their own
homes for as long as
possible, especially as
they or their loved ones
grow older or face health
challenges. Local home care provider Walfinch
Hampton, Twickenham & Virginia Water (HTV)
offers personalised support that helps people
thrive where they belong - right here in our
neighbourhoods.

Co-owned by Angela Pinto, Judith Spencer and
Michelle Doyle, Walfinch HTV (Hampton,

Twickenham & Virginia Water) launched in June
2023 with a clear mission: to deliver high-quality,
flexible home care that goes beyond basic
needs. Their carers focus on helping clients
maintain an active fulfilling lifestyle. This
includes assistance with daily tasks alongside
encouragement for gentle activities, outings or
hobbies that keep people engaged and
connected.

Care packages are fully tailored to individual
situations. Whether it's short daily visits for
companionship and help with meals, longer
sessions for personal care, or live-in support, the
team works closely with families to create the
right plan. Staff receive training in specialist
conditions, ensuring sensitive, knowledgeable
help for issues like dementia, Parkinson's,
mobility challenges, or
recovery after illness or
hospital stays.

If your loved ones can
benefit from a little extra
help, the team at Walfinch
HTV would be delighted to
have an informal, no-
obligation chat. They're
' always happy to discuss
how they can support
local residents to live well and stay connected in
the places they love.

Contact Walfinch:

Tel: 01784697557
Email: judith.s@walfinch.com

Welcome to a New Member
of The Teddington Society
Team

My name is Simon Douglas Lane and | came to this
area in 1949 when my late father (a naval officer)
took the job as Bursar at the Shaftesbury Homes
and Arethusa Naval Orphanage at the far end of
Stanley Road.

I went to The Mall, then boarding school and
university, and then worked for ten years in the Gas
Industry, followed by fifteen years for a local firm of
Chartered Surveyors and Estate Agents, and late in
life was ordained as an Anglican Priest. After a
curacy and two incumbencies | retired in 2013 and
have been an Assistant Priest at St Mary's Sunbury
since then. | was going to be a professional pianist
but am pleased | did not go down that road!

My interests are music, bridge and heritage
transport. | am on the Council of Management at
the London Bus Museum, have owned a double
deck bus since 1973, and have just stood down as
Chairman of the League of Friends at TMH.

I am looking forward to being your Vice Chairman.

SIMON DOUGLAS LANE
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Adoption of Teddington
Station

Some time ago we reported that we had adopted
Teddington Station under the auspices of the
Community Rail Network. Over 70 such adoptions
already exist and you may have seen, when
travelling by rail, the difference these
arrangements have made at numerous stations
around the country. Serviced by volunteers,
stations become attractive to travellers by having
e.g. planters for floral displays and notice boards to
keep local people in touch with what is happening
in their community.

We have had significant problems in getting
information onto the Local Community
noticeboards and into libraries. We are still
communicating with the Council about resolving
what appears to be a totally dysfunctional and
uncoordinated system.

Having agreed the station adoption, it has taken
many frustrating months to take forward our
somewhat modest requests but there is light at the
end of the tunnel (sorry, | couldn't resist that).. If
you have used the station recently, you may have
noticed the two large Society noticeboards that
have now been installed, one on each platform and
we have already put them to good use. The next
step is the installation of planters and we hope that
the next few months will see that coming to
fruition.

We are indebted to Tony Goodall for his unflagging
enthusiasm and persistence in making sure this
initiative hasn't fallen by the side of the track.

MIKE WOODS, CHAIR

Coversure

We are pleased to welcome
Coversure as a new Corporate
member. Mel Franke and
daughter, Ciara, accumulated
almost 20 years of managing the
Coversure Insurance brokerage in Stanley Road,
Teddington and became the sole owners in
February this year. They specialise in delivering
tailored and comprehensive personal lines and
commercial insurance.

Their dedication to the Teddington community is
all-encompassing. In her spare (?) time, Mel was
President, and is now Secretary, of the
Teddington and Hampton Hill Rotary as well as
being the Chair of the Constitutional Club in
Stanley Road. Not content with that, Mel is also a
Director of Teddington Together, with Ciara being
Treasurer. In those roles, they currently organise
the famous Teddington Lights Up Evening in
November each year as well as staging the
celebrated Duck Races (over 3000 ducks and
counting) at the RNLI open days.

MIKE WOODS, CHAIR
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The Seasons in Teddington
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Parkrun: One Million and
Counting

There can be few in Teddington who are not aware
that the world-famous parkrun was conceived by
Paul Sinton-Hewitt and delivered in rude health in
Bushy Park on 2nd October, 2004, with 13 runners
and 5 volunteers. From those humble beginnings,
parkruns are now held across the globe and on
Saturday 13th June this year, they celebrated the
millionth parkrunner. Not the millionth at Bushy
Park but somewhere around the world. At Bushy
Park it was run no. 1094 with 1,667 people who ran
or walked and 85 volunteers.

Amongst the celebrities was Dame Kelly Holmes
(our gold medal winner at the 2004 Olympics for
the 80o0m and 1500m) who ran and came in at
number 60. Dave Ryding, British ski champion, also
ran (6th overall) and the parkrun founder, Paul,
volunteered as one of the scanners, clocking in the
runners. The comedian, Joe Wilkinson, also
supported the event.

MIKE WOODS, CHAIR

pictures courtesy of the Parkrun organisers.
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‘Eyes flashing, fingers
pointing and trams
screeching’

- a view of Teddington by Noél
Coward, no less!

As most local people know, Sir Noél Coward, the
playwright, composer, director, actor and singer,
was born at 131 Waldegrave Road, Teddington, in
1899. In an accomplished life, 'The Master' wrote
more than 50 plays - some of his best-known
being Blithe Spirit, Hay Fever, Private Lives and The
Vortex, all still playing to audiences today.
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He also wrote an autobiography, Present Indicative,
which one of our members, Peter Denton, has been
reading. He was particularly interested in Coward's
Teddington days.

“In the year 1883 my grandmother, Aunt Borby,
Aunt Vida and my mother came to Teddington, still
quite a small village on the banks of the Thames,
where they lived gently and, | think, a trifle sadly,
making over last year's dresses and keeping up
appearances.

“The social activities swirled around St Alban's
Church. It was an imposing building, secure in the
possession of a copper roof which had turned
bright green, and a militant vicar, the Rev Mr Boyd,
who was given to furious outbursts from the pulpit,
in the course of which his eyes flashed fire and his
fingers pointed accusingly at old ladies in the
congregation.”

Noél Coward reveals that his Uncle Jim played the
organ at St Alban’s while other family members
sang in the choir. “Aunt Hilda, indeed, achieved
such distinction as a ‘coloratura’ that she ultimately
became known as ‘The Twickenham Nightingale'”
Uncle Jim (James Coward) also composed music

for the church choir.

It was at St Alban's church - now, of course, the
Landmark Arts Centre - that Noél's parents, Arthur
and Violet, met: “I like to think of him winking
fearfully at her under cover of Mr Boyd's vitriolic
sermons”.

Noél's parents appeared together in various local
theatrical performances, “notably a performance of
The Gondoliers at the town hall, in which all the
Cowards played principal parts, and Mother
demurely tra-la-la'd in the chorus”. His father, who
had a “light tenor voice of great sweetness”, also
sang in Teddington drawing rooms.

In due course Noél was
born and Teddington grew
steadily. “A new lock was
built. There was a swifter
train service to London,
and electric trams began
to screech along the High P/ L 4
Street. There were lots & . o
more houses everywhere, = *ir@j‘ )
with lots more people in
them, and with this onset of
urban progress the Coward glory began to fade.”

Noel, aged 2

The family dispersed, not least Uncle Percy. He
emigrated to Canada “where he married a
professional pianist, had a daughter by her,
deserted them both in almost record time, and has
never been heard of since, with the exception of a
few vague rumours from Australia”.

Noél and his parents moved from Teddington to
Sutton in 1905, so marking the end of a 22-year
happy association with the town. The rest, as they
say, really js history, with Teddington's most
famous son achieving worldwide fame.

)| -
/

4 A bust of Noél Coward, commissioned by the
Teddington Society for the people of the town, is in
Teddington Library. The work was sculpted by Avril
Vellacott and unveiled by the actor lan Richardson.
Coward's autobiography, which can be borrowed
from Teddington Library, was published in 1932
and he died in 1973. The grave of his mother, who
died in 1954, is in Teddington Cemetery.

PETER DENTON
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Robin Brown

We were saddened to hear of the death in July of Robin Brown, following a long
illness. Robin represented the Hampton Wick and South Teddington ward as a
councillor for eight years before standing down at the last election.

He was also a Trustee of the Richmond upon Thames Voluntary Fund,
championing the work of local charities and community organisations across the

borough

Our condolences to his family.

-

Photo: Richmond Council

Protecting Teddington from
Thames Floods

We're all familiar with the charming Thames
riverside in Teddington, with the tides rising and
falling downstream of the weir. These tides are
driven by the movement of the moon, and to a
lesser extent the sun. These two give us the
familiar pattern of spring

the tideway at Woolwich. It started operations in
1982 and was designed to protect London through
to 2030 from an incoming tide + storm surge so
high that it would only be expected once in a
thousand years. Staff at the Barrier study the
forecasts and figures for each tide, and close the
Barrier if any part of London is

threatened. Sometimes the main risk is tidal
flooding in central London, sometimes the main
risk is in west London where the tidal + fluvial effect
is strongest.

Since 1982, the Thames Barrier has closed 221
times to protect London from flooding: 119 times
for tidal reasons, protecting central London and
102 times for tidal +

and neap tides, which

peak in the spring and - |
autumn. The height of S i e Wi
the tides coming up %

through London to

Teddington is also ©

influenced by the
weather in the North
Sea: this is called 'storm
surge'.

The height of the water at
Teddington is additionally
influenced by the
quantity of rainwater

Thames Barrier Flood Defence Closures by Flood Season

Last updated 17 November 2025

@55 | fluvial reasons,

| protecting
Teddington and west
London. The
number of closures
varies greatly from
year to year: there
were none last
winter nor the winter
before, but two
closures for tidal
reasons in the winter
2023-24 and eleven
for tidal + fluvial
reasons. The winter

coming down the
Thames valley and over
Teddington weir, where it ~ Government Licence v3.0
meets the incoming

tide. There's often more rain in winter, and that's
when the combination of a high spring tide, a
strong storm surge and lots of flow on the river
combine to cause flooding on low-lying roads and
land near Teddington, such as at the bottom of
Ferry Road, and along Twickenham Riverside and
footpaths beside the Thames.

Teddington (and Twickenham, and Kingston, etc.) is
protected from extremely high tides by the
Thames Barrier, located some 27 miles on down

Source: Environment Agency, The Thames Barrier (GOV.UK). © Crown
copyright. Contains public sector information licensed under the Open  busiest the Thames

of 2013-14 was the

Barrier has ever

seen: it closed 41
times to protect west London from tidal + fluvial
flooding, and a further nine times to protect central
London from tidal flooding.

Out of sight but not out of mind: the Thames
Barrier has a vital task of protecting Teddington,
west London and central London from
dangerously high flood levels, and we should be
really grateful that it is so effective.

ANDREW WALLACE
FLOOD WARDEN, TROWLOCK ISLAND
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Save Our SAVE Q

D RIVER

Lands and
River Update

This article has been submitted by Mike
Pemberton, who is a member of the Society and
also of the steering group for Save Our Lands and
River (SOLAR).

Evidence that Thames Water's “best
value” case is seriously misleading
the public

After three years of doubt and challenge SOLAR
has identified that Thames Water (TW) is
fundamentally misrepresenting the financial case
for its Teddington Abstraction proposal, TDRA See
this article on SOLAR's website: Why Thames
Water's "Bargain” Project Is Actually the Most
Expensive in the Country - Save Our Lands & River
from Thames Water

While the project is marketed to customers and
councils as having an Average Incremental Cost
(AIC) of approximately 69p per cubic metre of
water abstracted, this figure assumes the plant
operates 365 days a year for its planned life of 80
years.

Yet TW has separately, and consistently, marketed
TDRA as an "emergency-only" asset, to be used
"once every two years" - a planned use of only 45
days.

When corrected for this operational reality, the true
unit cost to customers rises to 512p per cubic
metre making it 7.4 times more expensive than
claimed, and potentially the costliest water
scheme in the country.

Requests for an explanation of this
misrepresentation have been sent from SOLAR to;
Chris Weston, CEO of Thames Water; Chris Murray,
Chair of Water Resources South East; and Emma
Hardy MP, Minister for Water. (197)

Thames Water's response has not contested
SOLAR's analysis. Extensive coverage of this
revelation has been on LBC broadcasting, and
Private Eye featured it in their “Turd of the Week”
column on July 24th

Shocking TDRA update for riverside
open space

TW in May unexpectedly announced damaging
additional TDRA structural and environmental
measures to Ham's Burnell Open Space and

riverside, the large open and well used recreational
green space next to the recently designated
Bathing Status Ham/Kingston stretch of the
Thames. See this article on SOLAR's website:
RESPONDING TO THAMES WATER'S 2026
CONSULTATION - Save Our Lands & River from
Thames Water

HGV movements would be increasing from 6,246
to around 14,000 on the few available residential
roads with serious impact on Kingston's road
system. Additional construction removes Burnell
Open Space from recreational use from 2 years to
around 4, years posing a shutdown threat to
Kingston parkrun's many hundred enthusiasts.

SOLAR support Richmond and
Kingston councillors for joint anti-
TDRA statement

After major local concerns about these changes
and the revelations about Thames Water's
misleading promotion of their TDRA scheme,
councillors from both Richmond and Kingston
councils have together recently used a SOLAR
statement to request a joint statement from their
councils “Challenging the Economic and
Environmental Justification of Thames Water's
Teddington Direct River Abstraction (TDRA)
Scheme". See saveourlandsandriver.org.uk/solar-
calls-for-richmond-and-kingston-councils-to-take-
a-stand-on-thames-waters-tdra-scheme.

MIKE PEMBERTON, SOLAR

Donations

Seats donated by The Teddington Society at The
Landmark Arts Centre
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Teddington Memorial
Hospital - a New Chapter
for Our Community

For generations, Teddington Memorial Hospital has
been an important part of our community. As
healthcare continues to evolve, it also has an
exciting opportunity to play an even greater role in
supporting the health and wellbeing of local
people.

The League of Friends of Teddington Memorial
Hospital is proud to have become the hospital's
Strategic Community Partner, working alongside
the NHS and local organisations to help make that
ambition a reality.

Bringing Healthcare Closer to Home

Across the NHS there is an increasing focus on
providing more care within local communities,
helping people stay healthier for longer and
reducing the need for hospital treatment wherever
possible.

Teddington Memorial Hospital is ideally placed to
support this approach. By strengthening links with
GPs, community services, voluntary organisations
and local residents, the hospital can become an
even stronger hub for prevention, wellbeing and
recovery.

Investing in What Matters Most

The League of Friends has a long history of
supporting the hospital through funding equipment
and enhancing patient care. While that
commitment remains as important as ever, our role
is also evolving.

Alongside funding, we want to
help bring people together,
support new ideas and enable
projects that improve health and
wellbeing across our
community. Sometimes that
means investing in equipment.
At other times it means helping organisations work
together to deliver something that would not
otherwise happen.

Our aim is simple. To invest in initiatives that make
a meaningful difference to local people and help
create a healthier, more connected community.

Working Together

This next chapter will only succeed through
partnership. We are already developing closer
relationships with NHS colleagues, local charities,
community groups, healthcare professionals and
local residents to identify where we can have the
greatest impact.

By combining local knowledge, shared expertise
and community support, we believe we can help
create services that are more connected, more
responsive and more accessible.

Help Shape the Future of Community
Healthcare

The League of Friends has supported Teddington
Memorial Hospital for many years. Today, we have
an opportunity to build on that legacy and help
shape its future.

Whether you become a member, volunteer your
time, share your expertise, support our fundraising
or simply champion our work within the
community, you can play an important part in what
comes next.

Help shape the future of community healthcare in
Teddington.

To learn more about our work, become a member
or find out how you can get involved, we'd love to
hear from you.

Visit: friends-tmh.co.uk

Email: info@friends-tmh.co.uk

Follow us: Facebook / Instagram / Bluesky /
LinkedIn

Together, we can ensure Teddington Memorial
Hospital continues to thrive at the heart of our
community for generations to come.

THE LEAGUE OF FRIENDS OF TEDDINGTON
MEMORIAL HOSPITAL

This is the first in a series of updates from the
League of Friends. In future editions, we'll be
sharing more about the partnerships, projects and
community initiatives that are helping shape the
future of Teddington Memorial Hospital, and how
you can be part of that journey.
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The application to add screens to bus
stops in Broad Street and the High
Street has been passed by Richmond
Council. The Planning Group (TSPG)
objected to extra lit signage in the two
conservation areas. Screen advertising
seems to be an accelerating trend in
our shopping streets.

{
=

There is a planning application to convert the
offices above 65-67 Broad Street to an HMO
(house in multiple occupation) for temporary use.
The licence for the HMO has already been granted
for a maximum of 23 people. Planning application
no. PA26/0903.

There has been an application for “Change of use
of offices on the first floor and construction of a
second storey to provide 9 flats with ancillary cycle
and refuse storage.” above 61 - 67 High Street
(Waterstones and Dexters). This would place an
extra storey on the current building. Application
PA26/1302. This is almost opposite to the HSBC
site.

We contacted Richmond Council's Enforcement
team over the changes to the old Cavan Bakery
shop in the High Street. The signage has been
changed to acrylic but at the moment it is not
being lit at night, so no changes can be enforced.
TSPG has noted the 1805 signatures (at the time of
writing) on the petition Help Preserve the Character
and Safety of Teddington High Street about the
arrival of a vape shop in the High Street.

TSPG commented on an application to change
Teddington Station upper floor into two flats. The
exterior drawings imply there will be multiple tall
“extract vents" set in the roof on the Victoria Road
side of the building. The station is Grade Il listed
and we feel that more effort should be made to
avoid alterations to the facade and roof of the
station.

ROSEMARY MCGLASHON, PLANNING GROUP LEADER

Community gardening

Well, the summer of 2026 has certainly given us
the most challenging conditions for any kind of
gardening, let alone community gardening. We've
had three heatwaves since May with temperatures
up to 34°C, with no rain to speak of for weeks.
Keeping plants alive, let alone thriving is proving a
hard task.

Our new Sanctuary Garden triangle, opposite St
Mary with St Alban church has had some special
attention from our wonderful team of community
gardeners and is still looking pretty good, despite
the heat. Thanks to the generosity of St Mary with
St Alban, we've been able to use hoses from the
church to help the new plants survive, but we
should be able to make it work with watering cans
from the church from here on in, now that things
are getting established. We're delighted with this
new garden and we've had lots of compliments
from passers-by, so huge thanks for all the energy
and support of everyone involved.

Sheena's planter at the end of Park Lane continues
to look really good, with the grasses and the
fabulous trailing rosemary (Rosmarinus officinalis
'Foxtail' - now officially classified as Salvia
rosmarinus 'Foxtail').

We've had a couple of attempts at tidying up the
Jubilee Gardens and the Memorial Gardens over
the past couple of months, but things are barely
hanging on in the drought, so these areas will need
some attention come the autumn. We'll be looking
to only plant absolutely bomb-proof plants for dry
conditions (and that can take a winter soaking too).
All suggestions welcome!

JO NICHOLDS, GARDENS GROUP
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Overgrown Vegetation

The downpours we experienced recently followed
by the excessive heat has caused some serious
problems for pedestrians. In some roads, Council
contractors had at some time cut down street trees
but left stumps several feet high. Now they have
sprouted out the sides at alarming rates. The
pictures here in a side road show the magnitude of
the problem. In
both cases the
free passage width
is now less than a
foot wide.
Pedestrians,
particularly
parents with
| buggies and
wheelchair users,
have to go into the
road and do battle
with cars to get
past. | have tried to
report both stumps on the Council website site but,
having entered details and photos, it refused to let
me submit the report. Accordingly, | passed this on
to our local Councillor who said he has passed it
on. At the time of writing however, I've not
received any acknowledgment from the Council or
any feedback from
the Councillor that
he even visited the
site or has chased
the problem. Nearly
two weeks now and |
the vegetation
continues to grow
but nothing has
happened. A
neighbour is
threatening to run
amok in the street
with a chain saw -
not something we
would encourage.

STOP PRESS Sunday 19th July. Someone (or
several people), clearly not the Council, have lost
patience with the failure of the Council and
Councillors to respond to numerous complaints to
get anything done. They've just taken it into their
own hands and cut back on the pavement side of
the trunks.

—_—— )

If you encounter similar problems, try your local
Councillor or the Council website at:
www.richmond.gov.uk/services/
roads_and_transport/streets_fault_reporting/
report_overgrown_vegetation_on_the_highway.

MIKE WOODS, CHAIR

In the last edition of Tidings |
mentioned that we would find out
more about the Pile family that
might explain the inscription on B
Dennis Pile's memorial - ‘Resting in
Chichester harbour' (see below).

S -i.‘

Dennis Stuart Pile was born at Hampton in 1921
The census that year shows that his family were
living at Atbara Road; the family moved to
Twickenham Road by 1939 and to Strawberry Vale
by 1952.

Dennis was commissioned into the Royal Artillery
in 1941. He married Sheila Cameron in 1946, she
N ... hadlived at Cambridge
.o . Road the couple moved
% ok M"Aﬁlmj | to Weybridge and had
two sons. In the early
1960s they lived on the
south coast at East
Wittering (possibly a
second home) close to
Chichester harbour.
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Dennis died at Weybridge
Hospital in 1993 of natural

22. oi‘hzl'- 09. 02. 199 .
. o e causes - from this one

. i crcnebren marsous. Mgt conclude that his
P R T ashes are resting in the
Memorial, Teddington harbgur; It's quite .
cemetery possible that Dennis was

a keen sailor and so
would have enjoyed many trips there .

Group member Jenny Michell has completed a
new self-guided walk around the Normansfield
and riverside area nearby - it's available on the
Society's website, please see Walk Four —
Teddington Society.

A view from the river path
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HOWARD DIX, HISTORY GROUP LEADER

Charles Edward Lemon
(1863 - 1948)

Member Debbie Simmons sent us the photograph
(opposite) of a small dish produced for C E Lemon
of Teddington. Debbie had found the dish in her
garden with some building debris about 40 years
ago. This has prompted us to look into the history
of the Lemon confectionery business, which was
established in the town around 1829 by William
Lemon and operated for over 120 years. The 1841
census lists William (baker), wife Elizabeth and
seven children. William died in 1848 and the 1851
census shows Elizabeth as head of the high street
business with her children George (stationer), Eliza
and Edward (bakers).

Edward married Adelaide Dormer in 1857, the
couple had two girls, one died in infancy - and
Charles Edward, who became the proprietor after
his father died in 1879.

Charles married Emma Dormer (a cousin) in 1890.
The couple had no children and this probably
limited the scope for the business to be passed on
within the family. By 1901 Charles and Emma were
running the shop with the three live-in staff but no
family members.

By around 1914 the business was housed in a newly
-built shop taking up part of the original site, now
at 106/108 High Street. This property is now
occupied by Fara Kids.

By 1921 Charles and Emma had retired and were
living at Manor Road. The shop continued and was
called Lemon'’s Limited. Although we haven't found
its date of closure it was operating into the 1940s
or later. Charles and Emma moved to Chichester
and both died in 1948; they were buried in
Teddington cemetery.

Readers may have seen Eleanor's account of her
time at the Lemon'’s shop in Life Stories produced
by Teddington & Hampton Wick Voluntary Care
Group - please see tedcare.org.uk/life-stories/
multi-life-stories.php.

HOWARD DIX, HISTORY GROUP LEADER

"‘[’4 BN, ,
T R MENT CONTR/(
*DDINGCTY

The garden find (Photo: D Simmons)
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BAKER, PASTRY COOK & CONFECTIONER,
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Plated Goods, China and Glass. as per List.
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Plans for the new shop at 106/108 High Street, 1910
(Richmond Local Studies & Archive ref:PLA/04479)
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mention that our activity had been authorised a
few days earlier). | have since spoken to, and
corresponded with, several M&S persons about this
particular litterpick and the brusque encounter and
suffice it to record here that there seems to have
been an overzealous interpretation of H&S

There was a very good turnout for a regulations etc. We will have to see how things
litterpick held on 16 May centred on the pan out in 2027. Maybe we will consider visiting
railway station, Station Road, Victoria Sainsbury's or Tesco as an alternative!

Road, Elmfield Gardens, Jubilee gardens
and a section of the High Street. A great
deal of litter and flytipping was
collected, but | have no photograph to
record our efforts as Krinkels, the LBRUT
contractor, appeared bang on time before | had
chance to do my David Bailey impersonation.

That wasn't the case when a very well attended
evening litterpick was held with the local Brownies
on 5 June as you see from these photographs.

DY 3

Litter collected from M&S carpark

As has often been mentioned in my column, the re-
cycling sites at Elmfield Avenue, Cedar Road and
North Lane (Tesco) are regularly abused by fly
tippers. In the past few months | noticed that
before | had time to report such flytipping, as per
the photograph, it had usually been cleared away. |
now understand that Krinkels monitor all of the re-
cycling sites on a daily basis and clear away
flytipping. That is welcome and good news. LBRUT
receive a lot of stick over litter and flytipping, but
what doesn't seem to penetrate the consciousness
of some isitisn't LBRUT who cause litter and
flytipping, but individual members of the public.
Items dropped onto the pavement from the black
and blue re-cycling boxes during the weekly
collection is, however, another matter!

Udney Hall Gardens was cleared of litter by about
twenty very enthusiastic and happy Brownies, as
was a section of the High Street. As has been the
case for the past few years the M&S car park was
then tackled (photograph shows the total litter
collected). As ever, permission to undertake this
activity had been sought, and granted, a few days
prior to the event from a M&S duty manager but
this didn't prevent “another M&S person” speaking
somewhat brusquely to one of the Brownie leaders
about the litterpick (I was deep in the bushes
bordering Cambridge Road clearing out a stack of
litter, including a large laughing gas canister, or |
would have intervened, politely of course, to

GEOFF HOWLAND, ENVIRONMENT GROUP LEADER
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Ebikes. (or Plus ¢a change)

On 1st June, the Council replaced its
contract with Lime for one with Forest
bikes. The plan was that Lime bike
riders could travel through the
Borough but not stop inside it. All Lime
bikes would be removed by the end of
the month. On 6th July, walking along Broom Road,
| observed 3 Forest
bikes plus 2 from Voi
and 3 from Lime - all of
course dumped on and
blocking the footpath
(see picture). Forest
states categorically that
bikes must be left in
designated parking

© spaces and NOT left in
- the middle of

~ pavements. A clear path
- . " must be kept for all
pedestrians, including those with visual
impairments and disabilities.

One of the Council's reasons for choosing Forest
was that they would reduce clutter (even though 3
times as many are now allowed in the Borough
compared with Lime's cap). The Council's own
website (at the time of writing) showed 2
designated parking locations (one each in High
Street and Broad Street - no change from when
Lime was operating). Whereas the Forest app
indicates multiple designated parking spaces in
and around Teddington. Apparently, the price paid
by Forest was not the major influence, although the
Council refuses to disclose the figures. According
to other reports, Forest will pay £3.9 million
compared with Lime's offer of £0.9 million.

Cycling is good and we fully support it. What we
don't support is anti-social and even illegal
behaviour. More than half of all cyclists admit to
ignoring red traffic lights and cycling on pavements
(often with their children). How many times have
you seen parents cycling with the parent in front
followed by their often very young children who
(unseen by the parent) wobble all over the road?
Or parents wearing a crash helmet and their
children with none?

How much of the extra £3 million will the Council
spend on educating parents on safe cycling
practice and eradicating the dangerous and illegal
cycling habits?

Richmond 2040 Transport Strategy.

The Council recently launched its strategy (the
Local Implementation Plan) for transport for all in
the Borough. Very much a wish list at this stage,
with a paucity of information on how much it will all
cost local residents. As it will be regularly re-
assessed, we will be able to input to that process.
Please look at it and let us know how it might
impact yourselves and what concerns you have as
someone who lives and/or works in Teddington.
You can access the report at
www.richmond.gov.uk/media/m4rmmjuh/
richmond_transport_strategy_2040.pdf or via the
following link: Richmond Transport Strategy 2040.

CAN YOU HELP?

Recently, one of our
members sent us
some original
photos. One shows
the pony and trap
service operated at
Teddington Station.
The bus in the
background seems
to be the no. 49 to
Highgate.

The second is obviously the
assemblage of station staff.

The third is clearly
Broad Street and
you can see the
tram lines.

This is the first time | have seen these pictures in
full colour. The question is: can anyone put
definitive years on when they were taken? If you
can help, please can you let me know.

MIKE WOODS, TRANSPORT GROUP LEADER
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The events group is pleased to report
that it is achieving its aim of
organising, or being involved in, one
event each month. The ‘Secret 1
London' talk in May was so popular 0 '
that we had to arrange a second talk a }
few days later. In total ninety two

people attended - Diane is a very accomplished
speaker and we will definitely invite her back at
some time.

At the end of May we took part in the RLNI Open
Day. We were pleased to enrol several new
members, as well as saying hello to many of our
existing ones (see photos on p20).

On to June and over fifty people came along on our
Treasure Hunt. Everyone thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and asked to do it again next year.
Many thanks must go to Donald Bell, who put in a
great deal of hard work devising and organising
this event. Also in June we had an invitation to
attend a recording of the long-running radio quiz
show Brain of Britain. Several members took up the
invitation and emailed afterwards to say what a
thoroughly enjoyable experience it had been.
We've been in touch with the company involved
and asked to be kept on their list for any further
recordings in this area.

More recently we had our usual stand at the
Village Fair at the beginning of this month (see
photos on p20). If you were there you'll know that
the weather was glorious, but not too hot,
thankfully. Again we were able to enrol some new
members. It was a long day, but very enjoyable as
always.

That's everything up to date, but what do we have
planned in the coming months?

On August 19 we have arranged a private walking
tour of Eel Pie Island Museum. This will take place
out of normal opening hours, so attendees will
have the museum to themselves. This will be
followed by short amble down to the river with a
guide who was involved with the music scene
when Eel Pie was at the height of its fame.

On to 26 August, when we have arranged a private
river trip from Kingston to Hampton Court and
back. Unfortunately, the boat company is no longer
able to provide afternoon teas, but we have been
assured that if anyone would like to bring along
their own scones, cakes etc that would be fine.
Tea/coffee/ drinks will be available from the
onboard bar.

Speaking of afternoon tea, we have arranged one
on 30 September at the Parish Hall, Langham Road.
All the favourites - sandwiches, scones with jam/
cream plus cake will be served. What better way to
spend an afternoon?

Numbers will be limited for all three events, so visit
our website teddingtonsociety.org for full details.

Regrettably, for reasons beyond our control, the
vintage bus trip to Windsor has been cancelled
and the ‘open mic’ night has been postponed.

However, we're now looking forward to the end of
the year and discussing what we can arrange for
October, November and December. If you have
anything that you would like to see on our
programme, please let us know -
events@tedsoc.co.uk.

ROSEMARIE JOHNSON, EVENTS GROUP LEADER

Secret London Talks

At several of our events last year, we asked
members what talks they might want to hear.
Among the top choices was a talk by Diane
Burstein on Secret London. Diane is a well-known
Blue Badge Guide and presents on LBC radio as
well as publishing a number of books and guides.
Buoyed by this enthusiasm, we booked Diane to
give us a presentation at the Elleray Centre on 11th
May. Such was the clamour for tickets that we
quickly sold out and asked Diane to come back
again and repeat the talk on 1st June in the Peter
and Paul Centre. Needless to say, that sold out too.

Diane proved to be an excellent speaker with a
great selection of slides. Never lost for words, it is a
tribute to her presentational skills that, on both
occasions, there were numerous questions from
the packed audience - always a good sign.

Apologies to those who had to miss out due to
restrictions on numbers, but don't despair: we've
already decided to invite Diane back for another
talk or two.

MIKE \WOODS

B e g p—
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Treasure Hunt

Hot on the tails of our Secret London talks, we
staged our first Teddington Society Treasure Hunt
on Sunday 14th June,. The format was a walk
around Teddington, starting and finishing at the
Peter and Paul Centre, with a series of questions
about facts that we should all, as lovers of
Teddington, be able to answer. Albeit, it might have
needed a keen eye for detail.

© YOU'LL ALL WALK THE AME
. % FIGURE OF 8 LOOP =
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Having a start time of 2.30 pm, we, the organisers,
assembled in the Peter and Paul Centre with some
degree of trepidation. Just a few days before, the
number of tickets sold was only 7 with some of
those having been press-ganged into taking part.
At 2.15 pm, we hadn't even assembled all of the
plucky seven. And then, there was a mass influx. By
the due start time for instructions and handing out
question sheets, we exceeded 50 contestants -
individuals, family groups, friends groups. As
quickly as the hall had suddenly filled, even more
rapidly the contestants departed, so keen to get
started.

At 4.30 pm, all the participants had reassembled
and answers were checked with the assistance of
pictorial evidence to avoid any arguments. Of the
56 questions, no-one achieved perfection but
many got close. Those tied on 55 were then
separated by tie-breaker questions.

The second and third place groups each received
chocolates to savour. The ultimate and worthy
winners were a family group, the Sandberg family
(see picture)
and they were
presented with
a well-
deserved set of
tokens to the
value of £40.

We were
blessed with
good weather
and
congratulations
to everyone
who took part
in a good-
natured and
fun afternoon.
Feedback
suggested
everyone
enjoyed the
Hunt and
looked forward to the next one. Suffice it to say,
planning for next year has already begun.
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" PHOTOS:
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BRILLIANCE.

As an aside, we were visited during the afternoon
by the resident of a house which had an engraving
on the wall and formed one of the questions. He
was intrigued by the number of people who were
gathering outside his house and came along to
discover why. Delighted to be the centre of such
attention, he made a donation to the Society - our
thanks for being so tolerant.

Finally, we owe a great vote of thanks to Donald
Bell for devising the routes, the questions and the
pictorial answers. He repeatedly rechecked the
questions to ensure, for example, that hedges
hadn't overgown and blocked signs and that shop
window displays had not changed. As many thanks
also go to Donald's wife, Joy, who also walked the
routes and made sure that we weren't being too
clever with the questions. In addition, we couldn't
have staged this without the help of our willing
band of organisers — Denise Woods, Pat Tivendale
and Rosemarie Johnson - who corralled the
participants and provided refreshments. Thank you
all.

MIKE WOODS
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Events for Your Diary

Visit to Eel Pie Island Museum
Wednesday 19th August, 10:30 am - noon

Come and join us for a Private Visit to this iconic
museum. Take a nostalgic wander back through
Twickenham's musical past with guides who have
first-hand experience of Eel Pie Island back in the
day! And take a short stroll to the embankment to
view the island.

Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided at the
museum.

For more information and tickets:
teddingtonsociety.org/our-events

River Trip

Wednesday 26th August, 2:45pm
Town End Pier, Kingston

— JOINUSON A =

RIVER TRIP

= ON THE THAMES =

This private cruise for the Society will be a round
trip taking in Kingston, Hampton Court and
Teddington Lock. It will set off from Town End Pier
in Kingston and last about 9o minutes.

A licensed bar will be available offering teas,
coffees, soft drinks and alcohol.

Cost is £20 per person.

For more information and tickets:
teddingtonsociety.org/our-events

Afternoon Tea
\Wednesday 30th September, 2:30pm
St Mary's Parish Hall

Wednesday
EH
8 30t" September

@ Start time
2.30 pm

@ StMary’s Parish Hall

Langham Road, Teddington

A

Spend a leisurely afternoon in some great
company and enjoy a traditional afternoon tea.
The event is open to members and non-members
so feel free to tell your friends about it!

Price: £10 per head

For more information and tickets:
teddingtonsociety.org/our-events

Police Liaison Group
Thursday 5th October, 7:30pm
Elleray Centre

MHampton Wick and South TeddngtonTecddington Safer Neighbourhoods Teams
Police Liaison Group

[ sAaFER ]
e SRhooos a

Come & meet your
local police

* Listan 1o the prioeies for Teddinglon and Hampton Wick
» How are we doing?
o Have you any conosms?

Representatives from the Police Safer Neighbcurhood Team,
h ., and local & wil be

hare

METROPOLITAN
POLICE

Wiorking together for a safer London

et 1 X X (Ttser)

Taarms work s, 01 24 hours per day, tul wi get back 1o you when they can

The Police Liaison Group held one of its 6-monthly
public meetings in June. Notes from that meeting
together with ward statistics on crime are now on
our website.

The next meeting, open to all, will be on Thursday
15th October at 7.30 pm in the new Elleray Centre.
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Other local events....

Teddington Artists’ Contemporary Art
Fair
Saturday 5th - Sunday 6th September

Awesome Studios, Teddington High Street

Teddington Artists is a lively group of local
professional artists which was founded in 1990. The
latest venue for their annual show is the highly
accessible Awesome Studios. You can expect to
see a very varied selection of paintings, prints and
drawings in many media as well as exquisite
jewellery, intriguing sculptures, metal and textile
work and photography.

4% 5.6™ SEPT
SAT 10-6 SUN 11-4

23 HIGH STREET
TEDDINGTON
TW11 8ET

A great chance to raid the old bank for an
awesome piece of art!

Opening times:

Saturday 5th September 10am - 6pm
Sunday 6th September 112am - 4pm
Entry £3.00

Teddington Theatre Club

All productions can be seen at Hampton Hill
Theatre. See www.hamptonhilltheatre.org.uk

Witch
8th - 12th September

A charming devil arrives in the quiet village of
Edmonton to bargain for the souls of its residents
in exchange for their darkest wishes. Elizabeth
should be his easiest target, having been labelled a
“witch” and cast out by the town, but her soul is not
so readily bought. As the devil returns to convince
her — and then returns again - unexpected
passions flare, alliances are formed, and the village
is forever changed.

A darkly comic and inventive retelling of Jacobean
drama The Witch of Edmonton, this sharp,
subversive fable debates how much our souls are
worth,

The Cherry Orchard
12th - 17th October

In this gripping, funny version of Chekhov's
comedy, the timeless clash between progress and
nostalgia is brought into sharp focus. Set in a world
that feels all too familiar — economically unstable,
emotionally fraught, and painfully divided.

Performed in the round, this intimate yet epic
production brings you into the centre of the action.
Expect laughter, heartbreak, and the unmistakable
sound of change.

We Anchor In Hope
3rd - 7th November

All over London, pubs are becoming flats.
Tomorrow The Anchor closes for good. It's the end
of an era, but Kenny and the gang are going out
with a bang. There's a blow-up sheep, karaoke and
a lot of Campari. There's secrets and grudges and
forgotten dreams. As the front doors are locked
and the bar is drunk dry, there's a lot more to lose
than just a pub.

Robin Hood
28th November - 6th December
A pantomime for all the family.

o Facebook:
TeddingtonSociety

Instagram:

@teddingtonsociety

® X (formerly Twitter):
@TeddingtonSoc

teddingtonsociety.org ‘,‘

O} r-&{0,
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The Teddington Society uses an
online membership tool called
MemberMojo to maintain membership
records.

You can renew, join, review and
update your membership details
at: membermojo.co.uk/tedsoc by
simply entering your email address (no password
required). Link also available on our website. Don't
forget to keep your details in membermojo up to
date so that we can contact you about any items or
events related to your areas of interest.

Alternatively, if you don't have online access, send
a cheque payable to ‘The Teddington Society' and
any change to your details to me, at the address
below.

If you have an email address, please make sure we
have it on our system, so we can easily contact you
and also keep you updated on important
communications and events. You can still opt out
of email updates, if you wish.

Membership rates

Individual £10
Couple / Household (up to 2 named members)  £15

Corporate £25

Postage supplement

If you opt for a printed copy of Tidings, we request
a £10.00 postage supplement (UK addresses only)
if you live outside the TW11 area, or if we need to
post your copy (for example, you live in a block of
flats where our deliverers cannot easily gain
access).

Tidings by email?

If you would like to receive Tidings by email rather
than have a printed copy delivered, please update
your membership details as outlined above or
email tidings@tedsoc.org.uk.

Contact

Please send queries and payments to the
Membership Secretary, Rosemary McGlashon

Email: membership@tedsoc.org.uk
Telephone: 07535 610108
Address: 33 Atbara Road, TW gPA

ROSEMARY MCGLASHON, MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY

Welcome New Members

We extend a warm welcome to the following
new members:

Kate Bartlett
Patrick Bartlett

Christopher Moore
Valerie Nicholson
Elif Coskuncay Kezia Robinson
Janet Deeb Gillian Shannon
Deborah Edwards Carolyn Smith
Ben Green Lewis Sturdy
Jo Williams
William Wilson

Chris Woodland

Baris Haznedaroglu
Charles Jackson

Sheena Jackson

We are also pleased to welcome two new
Corporate Members:

Mel Franke from Coversure

Judith Spencer from Walfinch Home Care

Please do email me at
corporates@tedsoc.org.uk and let 4
me know about any issues or ]
queries about trading/working in
Teddington, or with ideas for
activities we could offer our
corporate members and anything
elsel!

MARALYN HUTCHINSON, CORPORATE LIAISON
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The Teddington Society

Flat 1, Regatta House, 32 Twickenham Road, TW11 8AZ
Registered Charity No. 802026
teddingtonsociety.org

For all inquiries about the Society email
secretary@tedsoc.org.uk

Founder
Adam Joseph, 1973

President
Baroness Hilton of Eggardon

Vice Presidents
Paddy Ching, John Demont, Sally Howland

Chair chair@tedsoc.org.uk
Mike Woods

Vice Chairman vicechair@tedsoc.org.uk

Simon Douglas Lane

Secretary secretary@tedsoc.org.uk
Rosemarie Johnson

Treasurer, Facebook treasurer@tedsoc.org.uk

Denise Woods

Membership Secretary membership@tedsoc.org.uk
Rosemary McGlashon

Environment Group environment@tedsoc.org.uk

Geoff Howland

Events events@tedsoc.org.uk
Rosemarie Johnson

History Group history@tedsoc.org.uk

Howard Dix

Planning Group planning@tedsoc.org.uk
Veronica Laughrin (enquiries)

Riverside Group riverside@tedsoc.org.uk

Andy Weston

Transport Group transport@tedsoc.org.uk

Mike Woods

Corporate Liaison corporates@tedsoc.org.uk

Maralyn Hutchinson

Website website@tedsoc.org.uk
Matt Casey

Tidings, X tidings@tedsoc.org.uk
Liz Waters

Instagram
Emma Durnford

Positions vacant for:
Minutes Secretary, Publicity Manager, Garden Group
Leader

See also: teddingtonsociety.org/committee

Corporate Members

Admiralty Way Residents' Association
Architecture: wk

Barrigan's Gardens & Landscapes
Beechgrove Press

Broom Water Association

Bushy Park Girls Cricket Club

CJH Brick Restoration

Coversure

Crossroads Care Richmond & Kingston upon Thames
Elements

The Elleray Centre

Elmfield House Dental

The Financial Planning Group

The League of Friends of Teddington Memorial Hospital
The Friends of Udney Park Playing Fields
Hampton Wick Dental Centre

Katey's Nursery & Pre-school

KM Lawyers

La Casa del Habano

Landmark Arts Centre

Langdon Down Centre

The Lensbury

Montpelier Antiques & Interiors

MYRA

National Physical Laboratory

One Hundred High Street

Park Lane Stables

Park Road Surgery

Parsonage & Co,

Patrick O'Donovan (Maritime & Commercial Arbitrator)
Rotary Club of Teddington and the Hamptons
St Mary's University

Shambles

Sheddington

Sims Opticians Ltd

Squires Garden Centre

Stepping On Out

Stoney Deep Residents Association
Strawberry Hill House

Teddington Artists

Teddington Carpet Centre
Teddington Choral Society
Teddington Cricket Club

Teddington Theatre Club

Teddy Town Gifts

The Tree Agency

TW Magazines

Vet4Life Teddington

Vinegar Creative

Visiting Angels

Walfinch Home Care

Thank you for your much-valued support
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